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The method used by Gregory King, whose work was performed
in 16965 though it was not published until much later, was as
follows. He estimated the number of acres per person in the
different countries in Europe and then calculated from the
acreage of these countries their populations. Under the con-
ditions of his time this was not an unreasonable method to
employ. In this way King got a total figure of 100 millions for
Europe. But he was wrongly informed about the areas of the
different countries, and if his densities are applied to the true
areas, the total comes out at 141 millions.

Finally, we have the estimate of the Jesuit Riccioli made in
1661. He arrived at his figure by summarizing all the available
information. He seems to have exercised care and common
sense in his use of data and his results are gathered together in
the following table.

TABLE 3

Riccioli* s Estimate of the Population of Europe
in the Seventeenth Century

Country

Italy (with Sicily and the adjacent islands)
Spain (with Portugal and Sardinia)   .
France ......

Great Britain and Ireland

Lower Germany, Holland, and Zeeland

Upper Germany     ....

Illyria, Dalmatia, Greece, and the Islands
Macedonia, Thrace, and Moesia
Poland, Lithuania, and Pomerania    .

Denmark, Gotland, Sweden, Norway, Livonia, and other northern
lands......


	Population in millions


	10 to ii


	10
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Total..........97 to 99

It will be seen that the estimates of Beloch for 1600 and of
Riccioli for the second half of the century arrive at the same
total, namely about 100 millions. We know that Riccioli's
figures for certain countries were somewhat wide of the mark,
those for Great Britain for instance. But the totals for the
various countries are in general agreement with those of Beloch.
More than half a century, however, separates the estimates.
What do we know of events during this period? It is usually
thought that the population of Spain was on the decrease; that